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MEMORFiNDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

between
the U.S. Deparstrflerltof Energy

and
177 Health Plan

1. 13(2CKGROUND

P. L. ‘36-i?@5 authc!rlzed the establ ls.hrrtentof a =peciflc prclgrarflof

cccrllpreherlsive health care under the Department ctf the Interlcir

fc,r the peoples clf the fc,ur. atal 1s of Eriklr!i9 Enewetak, Rc!ngelap,

arid Utt-lk whet were affected by the U. S. rlurlear test ing prclgram.
Bccc,rdingl y, a medi cd 1 t t-eatment arid care prc,grarflwas implement ed
by DO I ir, the Marshall Islands. Th is program became the
responsi bi 1ity cif the Gc,vernment c,f the Republic c,f the Marshall
.Tslands with implerllentat IclrlCrf the Ccmpact of Free Dssoriat ion
(P. L. yg–~~q) arid it 1s present lY k.nc,wrl as the 177 Health Plan
(F:erelr,aftei’ referred t.ctas the PLQN) .

The Depart mer,t of Erlergy through P. L. s ‘35-134, 36-Eli15, and
39–233, has provided medical survei 1larme and monl tori ng c,f the,se
lr~dlviduals In the Marshall Islands whc, were exposed tc~
r“=dlcdct lve fal lc,ut as a result uf the r)l.(clear- test irfg program.
Tt-!e253 or ig ina 11Y ex pusecl ~lersc.rlsof Rc,ngelap and Utrlk have
b=~rj rnctnltc(red arid treated by’ DUE tht-clugh the mecllcal depar. tr!lent
ctf 13rc,ckhatier, Nat ic(rlal La bclratc,ry slr,ce 1‘354. The ex posed

pupulat Ic(rlr,uw number-s 163.

II. OEIJECTIVES

Otier-al1 re%pc,ns~ bl 1 It y fc,r health care arid treatment In the
Marsha] 1 1~]ajjd5 ~.e~t~ w~th the Mly,lstry c,f Health Services,

Reclubl ic mf the Mar-shall Islar,ds. (3r,e c,f it5 princioal
clk!JE-ct2VE.5 Is t<-.. E“r-,51.1i’e tnat tb!e c-neural health care uf the
pclcul.3t icfrf15 del lvec-ed wlthlrt a roe,rdl nated, lurjlf3ed framewctrk..

Rccc,r-dii-:gly, thE PLAN IS adr!~mllst.ered as a unique but lrjtegrated
f3dr-t c~f the gc,werrtrner!t‘ s heal t.h care =vst em.

The FILqh” s rna~c,r t:ik~ect1ve l= t.c!prov~de ar,d./c,rarrar, ue for the
p! covIE.Iclrlar,d de].1 .ery lclfpr- lrnav)’, seeclrlas~-y, arid ter-tlary health
serv~ces arid educatlc,rl tcl the pee,pies c!f the Fctur Rtol 1s (Erlkinl,
E<letietakq Rc,r,qelap, and Lltrik) .

The DOE’ s clb~ectlve i= tci wclrk w~thln the framewc,rk c,f the

F?t.;cl.(blIC c,f t.h~ F!arshal 1 Islar,ds health care system tc, the
rlfa~:irnur!le.xterlt possl !32P and provide t+:!the exposed pc,pulat lclr,

cw,ly the sperial rnm-lltclrirlg ar!d d lagr!ost Ic prc,redures requi red tcl

serve their unique med if=al needs.

Ir, order tc! erlsure that heal th care and servl res are prc~vided t c,
the pec{ples affected by Cw- expclsed to nuclear test ing in a
urlified, cc,ord inat ed, and ur!dupl icated martner, the 177 HE/2LTH

PLRN and the DEF’F3RTMENT OF ENERGY, with the cclncurrence of the

Ministry clf Health of the Republic c,f the Marshal 1 Islar,ds, agree

arl the fc!llclwing urlderst andings:

\
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111. UNDERSTRNDINES

a. The F’LQN WI 11 examine and treat eligible irldivi duals frcm the
abcfve fc,ur atc,lls, includirlg exposed persclns who are or, the DOE

1:ists, and at r,cladd it ional eels.ttc, DOE. The DOE will llkewlse
examir,e and treat the F’LRN*s eligible irldlviduals as time permits
durirlg the cciu?’se of moriitc~ring the expclsed pclpulatic~rl while or)

medical surveys lrl the ctuter islands clf Utrik ar~d Rclngelap

(MeJat c*), and at rtctcost tcl the F’LF)N- DOE will alsci take arid
examine the PL.GN’ s cc,rlsultat lurls wh ile clrlmedics 1 surveys in the
Marshall Islarld=, also without cc,st.

B. The F’LDN ar,d the DOE will ccicirdinate medical referrals wlthiri
ar)d outs ide the Marshal 1 Islands irjsclfar as Cclrlcerns the F’LRN ar]d
DOE eligible individuals. The F’LQN is respcmsi bl e for referra 1s
cIf four atctll eligible ir)div iduals tc, tt-eatrnent facilities within

arad C,utslde the Marshal 1s Islands? wi th c,r~eexcept ic~n. and the

PI-RN wi 11 assume medical, trarlspc’t’tati~’rl~arid related Cc’st= fcit-
such referrals. The except ior~ is for cert a irl expctsed and
mat ch irlg cc,r~trc,l persmrls iderlt if ied by DOE fc~r referral ciutsl de
c!f the Marshal 1 Islarcds for diagrrc,st ic procedures ctr treat merit
c,f possible radiatl or) relatable effects. DOE ar,d/c,r HNL w I11
assume the rc,sts assclr=lated with such referrals ar!d wi 11
Cc,ctr-dinate its referral artlvi ties with REF’MRR.

c. The PLQN arid the DOE wi 11 exchar, ge lrjfcirmat ictrlarjd medi cdl
records c~rfeliglble, individuals withirl their respective
prctgrams., c,rfa cur,sisterlt arfd frequent basis in accclrdar,ce WI th
prc,cedure=. tu be establ ished bet weerj the F’LRN arid DOE. It 1S

rluted that 13rc,okhaverj Nat iorlal La bctratc*ry will make Its urliquely
devel ctped medl cal recc!rds cc!mputer program available tcl the F’l_FIN!

~f requested.

D. The F’LRN ar~d the DOE W1 11 share resc,urce= and staff. wherl

p~-act lcal ar,d feasible, tc! farl 1it ate the achieve merit of their

respect ive cab~ect Ives. This shal 1 lrlclude the use ctf medical
per-sc~r,r,el, equlpmerlt, suppl le53 rc,mmur~icdt iclr)gear, asslgrled
rad~c! f~eouer)c Ies. means clf trsIrlsDc,rtat iurl, etc. s particularly
durlrjy DCIETs ship-suppclrted medical survey missiclr!s c~r PL.RN field
visits. Such shari rig shal 1 be cclcirdlr,ated thrciugb the DUE
reuresentat ive durirjg field missic,r,s or thrc,ugh subsid~ary
agreements (such as that wh ich gclverns the F’L9N* s

use cif the DOE’ s examinatictrl tral ler at Ebeye, etc. ).

E. The PLRJN and the DOE wi 11 establ ish writ teri prc~cedures and
mearl% cf cc?ord inat ictn as sclclr]as pt-act lcable tcl implemerlt this
Memc,rancfum clf Urlderst and ing. Fcsr its part, the DOE will develo~

ard issue a F’RSO Standard Operat irlg F’rccedure. The prclcedures

arid coordi nat iclrlsteps wi 11 be develc~ped lr) ccinsultaticln with ttre

Ministry clf Health, Republ ic clf the Marshal 1 Islarjds.

lJF
. Prclgram authclrit ies fclr the implernerltat ion of this MOU al’= the

Rdmir]istrdtor, 177 Health F’lan arid the Direct c’r, pacific Rrea
Suppcm-t Office, DOE. It is nclted that brclad authority over the
PLFiN may be exercised by the Secretary, Ministry of Health
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Services. tct er, sure that its actlvltle% are cuclr’d~rlatea with IrI
its unif led health services system. It IS likewise netted that

the procedural aspects ~,f DOE$ S, implemental icirlc,f the MOU shal 1

be typically exe~’~ised by Rrctokhaven Nat iccnal La bc,ratclry.
.

IV. FQCILJ TIES

The F’LQN arid the DOE have specif ic facil it ies whcIse rc,c~rdinat ed

use and shared access wi 11 cc,ntri bute slgnlf Icant ly tcl their
re5pe~t 1 ve and mutual prc,grams. :

Q. DCIE
1. Medi ca 1 survey vessel

M. V. Liktanur 111 stat iarled at Kwa Jaleirl which e.uppc:t-ts LIP tc,

t WC, missic, ns per year.

2. @i r-cclnd it iclned exarrrinat ior: and
1abctratory trai lers (2) at Ebeye Island adjacent tc, Ebeye
Hct5plt al.

3. Pcirt.abl e examlnat ictrlvar15 (female & male) at
Kwa Jalein.

4. Pctrtable radic, graph y/rnarl~rnclgraphyvar, at
Kwa Jaleirj.

e-,. Resea,-Ch fleld stat ions at Enewetak and Hlk.lrjl

(fclr logistical 5uppclrt) .

B. 177 Health F’lan.
911 fari 1It ies belanq tc, and are uper-ated

by the Mir,istry of Health arldlclt’lts Cctrltractclr, Mercy
Internat ic~r,al Health Servzces which also l= a sl.(b-cclrlt~’actcll’fc~r
admini st rat lcjr~and f inarlcial c!Derat ic,n c!f the F’LRN. They wcluld
lr$clude access tc, and u5e c!f:
1. MaJ urcI ar,d Ebeye Hc,spit a 1s.
.=,
L. Islar,d dlspensarle5 at Erjewet.ak, Ujelang, EJ it.

Me~at. c,. Ute,-lk. Kill, Nedrln.

It IS recogrflzecl by the PL9N ar,d the DCIE that the c,bJect Ives c{f
this FIOLIcar, f,c,tbe r-eallzed without the lrWOIVeTllerlt,
psrt icl pat ion, arfd cc,ntribut ion ctf the Mlnlstry c,f Health
Servi de=., Reul.[bllc cf the Marshal ] Islarjds. ficcclrdlngl y, belth
part Ie=. wi ]1 ~r:(rlt~r,l.(~tcl see~ qulc$arlce frc,r,-larid to cc,rlsult with
the Ministry cln their’ plarls =rld rjllsslc’rls. DOE w1ll rely, 1rl

part icular, clrlREF’M13R fctr staff support and services tcl 1ts

medical sur-ve.ys? and wII1, wherl feasible ar!d pract Iral , recruit
rl~isslorl staff In .accclr-dance with Mlnisterlal health needs and
p~-ic,ri ties. as wel 1 as arrange fctr the part lci pat ion cif F’ubl IC
Health team(s) In Its rniss.lmrls, etc.

v. REVIEW 9ND CONCURRENCE

/2. This Merllc,randurnclf Ur,derst andi ng wi 11 be reviewed and
updat ed annual ly by the prclgram authctrit ies ctr their
desi grlees.

B. NCI part of these urlderstaridings may be implemented withaut
the review and mrmurrence of the Secretary, Mirli=tw c’f Health
Services.



J. H. Dryder), D(2TE

Di rector, PQSD
U. S. D. O. E.

James Hel lclgg DRTE
Rdmirtistratc,r, 177 Health Plan

Reviewed 13y: Reviewed By:

H. U. ~~’clwrl,F)OCO/DOE/NV Terry Barber, Cmntract Qdrninistratcfr?
Mercy Internatic’rlal Health Services

CONCURRENCE : D9TE :
Secretary, Mirlistry c!f Health Services
Repuhl ic clf the Marshall Islands


